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DA Appeals 
Decision on 
Shaw Counsel 

The Louisiana Supreme 
Court was asked yesterday to 
decide if lawyers for Clay L. 
Shaw can be forced to testify in 
the case against a former aide 
to District Attorney Jim Garri- 
son. 

Thomas Bethell, the former 
Garrison assistant, has been 
charged with showing docu- 
ments to Shaw’s attorneys in 
connection with Shaw’s trial. 

Judge Matthew S. Braniff of 
Criminal District Court refused 
to allow testimony by Shaw’s 
lawyers after Shaw testified on 
June 27 that he faces a perjury 
charge and does not want his 
lawyers testifying. 

The testimony would violate 
the privileged lawyer-client re- 
lationship, according to Judge 
Braniff's ruling. 

District Attorney Ad Hoc 
Robert J. Zibilich said the sole 
issue of the motion before the 
Supreme Court is whether the 
law on privilege between law- 
yer and client applies to Shaw. 

The motion indicates the 
state is not seeking any infor- 
mation about Shaw or the de- 
fense of his cases and merely 
wants to know whether or not a 
document was received by them 
land, if so, when, where and 
I from whom. 


